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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1963. 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’ s estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
28,760  an  increase  of  310  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  498  (252  M.  246  F.)  which  was  an  increase 
of  27  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly 
17.32  which  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
computed  from  a Population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  becomes 
18.19,  compared  with  that  of  18.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 

The  number  of  stillbirths  was  9 (5M.  4F.)  and  the  corresponding  rate  was 
17*75,  in  comparison  with  that  of  17*3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

Sixteen  infant  deaths  were  registered  ten  of  which  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age,  and  the  corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  was  32.13  compared  with 
that  of  20.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  were: - 

Prematurity  - 6 days 

Prematurity  (3  lbs):  29  weeks  gestation  - 2 weeks 

Prematurity  (2  lbs.  3 °zs)  Duration  of  pregnancy  29  weeks  - 5 minutes 

Prematurity  (32  weeks)  - 20  minutes 

Atalectasis:  Prematurity:  - 1 day 

Prematurity  - 45  minutes 

Prematurity  (32  weeks)  - 45  minutes 

Bronch*-pneumonia:  Mongolism:  - 3 months 

Acute  tracheo  bronchitis:  Infection  with  a staphylococcus  aureus 

- 1 month 

Acute  Bi-lateral  Broncho -pneumonia  - 1 month 

Renal  failure:  Gastro-enteritis  - 9 months 

Acute  Bilateral  Broncho-pneumonia:  Otitis  Medi  - 2 month 

Infected  Meningocoele : Congenital  deformities:  Meningocoele : ) 

Hydrocephaly:  Spinal  Deformity:  Rib  Cage  Deformity)  - 1 month 
Inattention  at  Birth  (newly  born) 

Intra-cranial  haemorrhage  due  to  tearing  of  the  membrane  of 
the  skull  during  delivery  - 50  minutes 
Pulmonary  Syndrome  of  the  Newborn  - 2 days 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  stillbirths  and 
infant  deaths  under  one  week  of  age)  is  prematurity,  asphyxia  and 
atalectasis,  birth  injuries  and  congenital  malformations,  ard  the  chief 
maternal  factor  is  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no  deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 
and  Abortion. 


-2- 


Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  w^s  341  (185  M.  156  F.) 
and  the  corresponding  crude  death  rate  was  11.85,  which  after  adjustment 
by  the  Registrar  General* s Comparability  Factor,  as  for  births,  was  reduced 
to  11.49,  compared  with  that  of  12.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  group  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  which  are  natural  ultimate  causes 
of  death  amongst  the  aged  and  of  these  there  were  '*.66. 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artery  of  the  Heart  caused  59  of  those  deaths, 
i.e.  approximately  33$;  this  percentage  represents  an  approximately  average 
annual  figure.  The  percentage  in  the  age  group,  33  ~ 44  years  was  approximately 
3$  that  of  45  - 54  years,  approximately  8%,  that  of  55  - 64  year 3 approximately 
22%,  that  of  65  - 74  years  approximately  30$,  and  that  of  75  years  and  over 
was  approximately  3"/%»  According  to  these  percentages,  although  the  figures 
are  small  for  statistical  purposes,  the  mortality  from  Coronary  Thrombosis 
increases  with  age  and  would  indicate  degenerative  processes  as  being  a 
major  causative  factor. 

Cancer,  of  the  Lung -.was  the  cause  of  15  deaths  (13  M.  2 F. ) , in 
comparison  with  19  the  previous  year. 

The  ages  at  death  were  in  the  following  age  groups 

45  ” 54  years  - 1 (m) 

55  - 64  " - 6 (M) 

65  - 74  " - 5 (4  M.  1 F.) 

75  and  over  - 3 (2  M.  1 F. ) 

In  the  statistics  of  recent  decades,  there  has  invariably  been  a 
preponderance  of  male  deaths,  which  could  be  related  to  the  ratio  of  male 
to  female  cigarette  smokers  and  perhaps  also  to  the  fact  that  generally  men 
are  exposed  to  more  atmospheric  pollution  in  their  employment  than  housewives; 
also  the  increasing  annual  volume  of  fumes,  visible  and  invisable,  being 
discharged  into  our  atmosphere  from  the  ever  increasing  congestion  of  road 
traffic  cannot  be  discounted. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Apart  from  the  expected  bi-ennial  epidemic  of  Measles,  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  was  minimal  through  cv  ar.  .’or  example, 

there  was  no  case  of  the  more  serious  infections,  such  as  Poliomyelitis, 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fevers,  Diphtheria,  Meningococcal  Meningitis  and  others. 

Preventive  vaccination  and  immunisation,  and  specific  treatment  with 
the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics,  have  proved  their  outstanding  value- 

Measles 

882  cases  were  notified  and  there  was  one  death,  from  the  complication 
Rroncho-pneumonia.  The  other  serious  complications  are  Acute  Suppurative 
Otitis  Media  and  more  rarely  Acute  Encephalitis. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  ten  cases  of  this  distressful  children's  illness  were  notified. 

This  relatively  small  number  of  cases  may  be  attributed  to  the  vaccination 
scheme,  which  as  more. and  more  infants  become  vaccinated,  is  proving  its 
effectiveness.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nine  sporadic  cases  were  notified  and  only  one  was  admitted  to 
Hospital.  In  its  present  phase  this  infection  is  mild  in  contrast  with 
its  virulence  of  former  years  and  its  former  serious  complications,  namely 


Acute  Carditis,  Acute  Suppurative  Otitis  Media  and  Acute  Nephritis  are  now 
uncommon,  although  the  latter  may  supervene  unexpectedly  from  time  to  time. 

Sonne  Dysentery 


Two  cases  of  this  intestinal  infection  were  notified.  The  illness 
is  usually  mild,  the  presenting  sign  being  diarrhoea  for  a few  days, 
occasionally  with  blood.  Commonly  the  patient  consults  his  Practitioner 
only  when  the  latter  occurs  and  for  this  reason  it  is  probable  that  there 
is  a large  number  of  carriers.  Personal  hygiene,  namely  the  simple 
precaution  of  washing  the  hands  after  toilet  and  before  meals  would  prevent 
infection  and  facilities  for  hand-washing  should  be  conveniently  available. 


Five  cases  of  this  skin  infection,  due  to  the  same  causal  organism  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  were  notified  and  all  were  treated  in  their  homes  by  their 
Practitioners.  It  was  a serious  infection,  like  Scarlet  Fever,  prior 
to  the  introduction  cf  the  Sulpha  drugs  in  1936,  and  was  the  cause  of  many 
deaths. 


Sixteen  cases  of  this  illness  were  notified.  Including  the 
secondary  Pneumonias, which  are  not  notifiable,  there  were  twenty-one 
deaths,  seventeen  of  which  were  in  the  65--  age-group. 


Tuberculosis 


Ten  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  in  comparison 
with  four  in  the  previous  year  (vide  table)  and  one  new  case  of  non- 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  also  notified. 

There  was  one  death  from  Respiratory  and  one  from  non-Re spiratory 
Tuberculosis. 


In  conclusion,  I would  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
you  for  your  support  of  this  Department  and  also  my  staff  for  their  very 
efficient  service. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL  M.B. , Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
14*  Church  Road, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 


Tel:  No:  Ashford  14^5 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  1963 


AREA:  5,719  acres 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S  ESTIMATE  OF 


The  Resident  Population  28,760 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  ACCORDING 

TO  THE  RATE  BOOKS  ( 1 -4-64)  9,582 

NUMBER  OF  BUSINESS  FREMISES  1,124 

RATEABLE  VALUE  (1-4-64)  £1,076,363 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A PENNY  RATE  £4,600 

(1-4-64) 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Ashford  is  both  an  agricultural  and  an  industrial  town  and  a business 
and  shopping  centre  for  the  large  rural  community  which  surrounds  it.  It 
merits  importance  by  containing  the  largest  agricultural  market  in  Kent  and 
in  having  a railway  junction  where  five  lines  converge,  associated  with  which 
is  a Carriage  and  Wagon  Works,  and  Electrical  Carriage  Repair  and  Inspection 
Shops.  There  are  a constantly  increasing  number  of  other  Factories, 
including  Tyre  Works,  Iron  Foundry,  Printing  Works,  Agricultural  and 
Vehicle  Repair  Shops,  Flour  Mills,  Marine  Engine  and  Industrial  Works, 

Light  and  Electrical  Engineering,  Ordnance  Depot,  Bread,  Cereal  Products 
and  Jam  Factory,  a large  Canning  and  Dried  Foods  Factory,  a Cosmetic 
Manufacturer,  a Perfumery,  Glass  Scientific  Instrument  Firm,  Furniture 
Makers  and  Plastics  Manufacturer. 

Light  industry  is  coming  to  the  district  in  concert  with  the 
absorption  into  the  town  of  London  'overspill'.  There  is  little 
unemployment  in  the  area  and  in  general,  apart  from  the  continued  shortage 
of  houses,  social  conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL,  STATISTICS 


i 

Ashford  England 

Urban 

and 

f 

Total 

Ik 

Zl 

District 

Wales 

1. 

Live  Births 

498 

252 

246 

Birth  Rate 

17.32 

18.2 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

(a)  Legitimate 

460 

233 

227 

estimated 

Rate 

resident  • 

18.19) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

38 

19 

19 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

‘ 9 

3 

4 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  total 

17.75 

17.3 

(a)  Legitimate.  , 

(b)  Illegitimate 

9 

3 

4 

(live  a!hd 
still)  births 

— 

•* 

3. 

Total  live  and  still 

■births  -507 

257 

250 

A. 

Deaths 

341 

I85 

# 

156 

Death  rate 

11.85 

12.2 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

Rate 

population 

11.49) 

5. 

Deaths  from  Pregnane-' 

T _ 

Rate  per 

— 

Not 

Childbirth,  Abortion  1 ,000  (live  Available 

and  still) 
births 


6.  Deaths  of  Infants  under 


One 

Year  of  Age 

16 

10 

6 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  live 
births 

32.13 

(a) 

Legitimate 

15 

10 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
( legitimate) 

32.61 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
( illegitimate) 

26.32 

7.  Deaths  of  Infants  Under 

10 

5 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

20.08 

Four  Weeks  o'f  Age 

live  births 

(a) 

Legitimate 

9 

5 

4 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

* 

• 

8.  Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent 

of 

total 

live  births 

7.63^o 

9.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all 

ages) 

• • • 

a 0 • a a a 

57 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

a c a 

• « a a 0 a 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

• 0 a 

a a a a a a 

— 

Deaths  from  G-astritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages) 


3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DURING-  1 963 


ALL  CAUSES 

Males 

Females 

185 

156 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

: 2f.©  D 1 ph*t  llG  2?  let  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

1 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  

- 

- 

8#  Measles  •••  • • • ••• 

1 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

- 

- 

10.  ’Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  4 . ... 

2 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

- 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  

- 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ..  ...  ... 

19 

11 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

1 

1 6#  Diabetes  •••  •••  • • • 

1 

1 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

31 

30 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

39 

20 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease’  

2 

2 j 

I 20.  Other  Heart  Disease  

14 

24 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

8 

6 

22.  Influenza  

1 

- 

23.  Pneumonia  

11 

10 

' 24*  Bronchitis  

15 

8 

1 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

- 

- 

j 26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

2 

| 27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

2 

! 28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

2 

1 29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

- 

j 30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

- 

- 

i 31*  Congenital  malformations  ... 

( 

- 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  

11 

13 

j 

S 33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

6 

1 

1 

! 34*  All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

4 

j 35«  Suicide  

1 

2 

j 36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  ... 

) ! 

..  - 

7 


q 


il 

d 

d 


oi 

°°S 

'III 

H* 

«: 

si 


H 

Eh. 

O 

^ I 


8 


c3 

<\ 


pel 

8 

b! 


coi 

H3 


i Unknown 

1 

| 

CO  1 1 CM  v- 

65  and 
over 

l 

t-  1 CM  1 1 1 

1 

un  -4- 

-4-  NO 

fv.  V-  v—  1 1 I 

1 

UN  -4- 
KN  3- 

KN  KN  t-  1 1 t 

CM 

N 

1 — 1 1 1 

1 

UN  ON 

t-  ON  1 1 1 1 

1 

O -d- 

1 -4-  1 1 1 1 

1 ON 
UN 

UN 

I UN  1 NO  CM  1 

-t 

-4- 

I CM  1 CM  v-  1 

ON 

KN 

NN 

| 0 1 1 CM  1 

T“ 

(M 

| UN  ! T-  T-  1 

CO 

- 

1 ON  1 1 CM  v* 

r- 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 -4-  1 1 1 1 

KN 

Disease 

Acute  Primary  or 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery 
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No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  above  powers 
There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  of  a patient  who  had  not  been  notifies 
as  suffering  from  this  disease. 
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IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  immunisation  and 
whooping  cough  immunisation  figures  for  1963  based  on  the  returns 
submitted  to  the  ministry  of  Health# 


Year  of  Birth 


5ria  Immunisation 


'i  - - . • 

Primary 

| Reinforcing 

Primary 

1963 

173 

Nil 

169 

1962 

196 

1 

195 

1961 

21 

194 

21 

I960 

9 

75 

9 

1939 

2 

19 

1 

1 951*-  - 1938 

6 

221 

2 

1949  - 1933 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Total 

i 

407 

513 

397 

Whooping  Cough  I;  muni^sat i on 
Singly  or  in  combination) 


SMALLPOX  VACC  BUTTON 


Primary  Vaccination 
1 Year 

Re -Vac  c in  at  i on 
School  Age  but  Under  8 Years 

51 

1 | 

POLIOMYELITIS  VAGCBUTION 


The  following  table  shows  the  . oliomyelitis  Vaccination  figures 
for  1963  based  on  the  Return  submitted  to  the  ministry  of  Health. 


Year 

2 Injections 

3rd  Dose 

4th  Dose 

3 Orals 

(Salk) 

(Salk  and  Oral) 

(Salk  and  Oral) 

(Complete  Cours! 

1963 

— 

2 

361 

58 

1962 

- 

4 

- 

303 

1961 

- 

13 

- 

43 

1957  - 19 

60  -1 

12 

- 

27 

1943  - 19 

56  1 

8 

- 

13 

1933-1942  1 

9 

- 

16 

Others 

- 

17 

- 

0 J 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT 


1 . Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  which  is  directed  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  situated  in  Preston  Hall 
British  Legion  Village,  Maidstone,  and  provides  valuable  services  on  behalf 
of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  District  Councils.  For  example, 
samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  food-stuffs  are  regularly 
^examined,  and  in  relation  to  Infectious  Diseases  their  bacteriological 
reports  are  of  great  value. 

The  local  General  Hospitals  also  have  their  own  Laboratories,  which 
provide  valuable  services  to  the  other  local  Hospitals,  to  the  Consultants 
and  to  the  Practitioners. 

Z Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 

The  County  Council  administers  this  service  throughout  Kent.  A new 
Ambulance  Station  at  Silverhill  R#ad,  Willesborough  was  opened  in  April, 
1962,  where  five  ambulances  and  four  sitting-case  cars  are  garaged.  The 
ambulance  personnel  numbers  one  Station  Officer  and  twenty-one  Driver/ 
Attendants,  supplemented  by  St.  John  Brigade  and  Hospital  Car  Driver 
volunteers,  whose  devotion  to  duty  merits  appreciation. 

3*  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

All  maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  and  Dental  Clinics  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  in  Ashford: - 

(i)  Station  Read 

This  is  the  central  and  chief  clinic  and  is  contained  in  an  'ad  hoc' 
building.  The  outlying  clinics  are  complementary.  Sessions  are  held  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week  from  2.0  p. m. 

( ii)  Women's  Institute  Hall,  Church  Roa.d,  North  Willesborough 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.  m.  on  alternate  Fridays. 

( iii)  Women's  Institute  Hall,  Faversham  Road,  Kennington 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p. m.  on  the  2nd  and  Rth  Wednesdays  of  each 

month. 

( iv)  St.  Francis  Hall,  Cryol  Road,  South  Ashford 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  #n  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays  of 
each  month. 

School  Medical  Service  Clinics 

The  following  clinics  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  held  at  the 
main  Station  Road  Clinic. 

(a)  Dental  Clinic. 

(b)  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

(c)  Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 
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(d)  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital,  is  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospitals  Board  and  appointments  are  made  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Department  on  behalf  of  school-children.  It  is  held  on  the  • 

1st  Thursday  of  each  month  at  2 p.m.  * 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  - • 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Wednesdays  10-11  a.m. 
(females)  11  - 12  noon  (males)  and  Fridays  2 - 3 p«Q»  (females)  3 - A p.m. 
(males). 

t 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  ;■ 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
from  9»30  a.m. 

">  • • 

Chiropody  Service  (Child  Welfare  Centre.  Station  Road) 

This  service  is  provided  for  men  over  65  years  and  women  over  60  years, 
for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  for  expectant  mothers,  and  the 
clinic  is  held  on  Monday  afternoons  and  all  day  on  Thursdays. 

Hospitals 

(a)  Ashford  G-eneral  - accommodation  115  beds. 

(b)  Willesborough  G-eneral  - accommodation  134  beds. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases  - accommodation  16  cubicle  beds  (including  cots). 


4.  Private  Nursing  Homes 

There  is  one  registered  private  Nursing  Home  which  accommodates 
nine  chronic  sick  patients. 


5. 


Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery 


The  County  Council  also  administers  these  services.  On  the  local 
staff,  there  are  six  full-time  and  three  part-time  Home  Nurse/Midwives 
who  are  engaged  in  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Nursing  and  in  the  Home  Nursing 
of  the  sick.  The  standard  of  service  given  by  the  Nurses  is  excellent 
and  there  is  complete  co-operation  between  them  and  the  Practitioners. 

The  majority  of  patients  nursed  in  ,t heir  homes  are  elderly  and  chronic 
sick,  many  of  whom  are  awaiting  beds  in  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  which  are 
still  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  waiting  list. 


6.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

This  service  is  also  administered  by  the  County  Council.  There  are 
four  Child  Welfare  Centres  within  the  District,  which  are  conveniently 
situated  for  mothers,  and  the  attendances  are  well  maintained.  The  value 
of  these-  Clinics  is  reflected  in  the  gradually  falling  Infant  Mortality 
rate  in  the  District.  Every  baby  brought  to  the  Clinic  is  regularly 
examined  and  weighed  to  ensure  that  no  unsuspected  defects  exist  and 
that  growth  is  normal  and  vigorous.  The  sale  of  essential  foods  and 
vitamin  complements  at  cost  price  is  also  of  value  to  mothers. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  are  also  available  at  these  clinics. 


7. 


The  Domestic  Help  Service,  the  Family  Care  Servic,  Evening  and  Night 
Attendant  Service  and  the  Family  Welfare  Service. 


(a)  The  Domesti  Help  Service  of  the  County  Council  has  become  a very 
important  health  ..erviro  a the  home  and  has  rapidly  expanded  within 
recent  years.  The  service  is  administered  peripherally  by  Area  and 
Local  Domestic  Help  Organisers  and  the  assessment  of  income  of  the 
applicants  is  done  by  the  District  Officers.  In  this  District  there 
is  an  adequate  pool  of  Domestic  Helps  who  are  paid  3/lld.  per  hour 
and  there  is  a sliding  scale  of  charges  based  on  the  family  income  of 
the  applicant,  the  maximum  charges  being  5/"  per  hour  in  the  town. 
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br/V Id.  in  the  country,  and  the  minimum  charge  5/“  per  week,  which  is 
re-imbursed  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  majority  of  those  who  benefit  from  the  service  are  the  aged 
and  infirm  and  chronic  sick.  Regard,  however,  should  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  many  would  degenerate  into  Chronic  Sick  Hospital  cases  without 
this  service,  where  maintenance  costs  would  far  exceed  the  cost  of 
domestic  help.  The  Service  is  also  of  great  value  to  lying-in  mothers 
and  to  those  mothers,  who  are  discharged  from  Hospital  following  . 
operations,  and  others  suffering  from  miscellaneous  illnesses.  The 
service  releives  anxiety  and  stress  in  the  home  particularly  where 
there  are  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  aids  the  recovery  of  the 
mother  from  illness. 

(b)  The  Family  Care  Service 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  this  service,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  children,  particularly  those  under  five  years  of  age,  to  expensive 
Children' s Institutions  from  families  in  which  the  mother  was  absent 
from  home  through  severe  illness,  death,  estrangement,  desertion  or 
separation  or  other  cause.  The  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  and 
care  for  the  children  whilst  the  father  is  at  work  and  the  Family  Help 
may  be  required  to  reside  in  the  home.  The  maximum  period  of  help  is  for 
three  months,  during  which  period  the  father  is  expected  to  make  permanent 
arrangements  for  the  care  of  his  children.  This  is  a valuable  service 
and  although  there  is  only  a small  number  of  families  who  require  this 
help,  expensive  institutional  maintenance,  particularly  where  there  is 
a large  number  of  children  in  one  family,  is  obviated. 

( c)  Evening  Attendant  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  to  old  people  living  alone 
but  who  do  not  require  more  help  than  half  to  one  hour's  attention  before 
retiring  for  the  night.  The  number  of  old  people  who  require  this 
service  is,  however,  not  considerable. 

( &)  Night  Attendant  Service 

This  service  provides  for  people  of  all  ages  who  are  seriously  ill 
and  live  alone.  The  helpers  go  at  10  p.m.  and  stay  until  6 a. m.  the 
following  morning,  and  attend  each  night,  including  Sunday,  until  the 
patient  recovers  or  dies  or  is  removed  to  hospital.  Assistance  is 
also  given  for  several  nights  to  relatives  who  are  unable  to  stay  every 
night  throughout.  This  service  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to 
old  people  living  alone,  most  of  whom  have  strong  nostalgic  attachments  to 
their  homes. 

(e)  Family  Welfare  Service 

This  domestic  help  service  was  introduced  by  the  County  Council  to 
help  the  so-called  Problem  Families,  the  objectives  being  threefold; 
to  raise  the  standard  of  living  of  these  families,  to  improve  the  standard 
of  Child  Care,  and  to  prevent  the  break-up  of  the  family. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  aREA 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  within  the  Urban  District  is  provided  by  two  under- 
takings, viz.  by  Ashford  Urban  District  Council  and  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water 
Company.  The  Council  are  the  undertakers  supplying  water  for  Central 
and  South  Ashford  and  North  and  South  Willesborough.  The  Mid-Kent  . ater 
Company  supplies  Kennington  and  the  Sandyhurst  Lane  area. 

Ashford  Urban  District  Council  Undertakings  - Supplies  are  obtained  from 
the  following  three  sources: - 

( i)  Westwell 

There  remain  two  gravel-screen  bore  holes  in  serviceable  condition 
each  with  pumping  plant  installed  capable  of  extracting  1 0,000  gallons  per 
hour  from  each  bore-hole.  A softening  plant  (Clark1 s process)  is  in 
operation  here.  The  water  is  pumped  by  an  electrically-driven  pump  to  a 
covered  reservoir  (capacity  1,000,000  gallons)  at  Potter’s  Corner,  from 
where  it  enters  the  supply  network.  The  source  affords  a stand-by  potential 
supply  and  small  quant it ie r were  pumped  to  supply  at  irregular  intervals 
during  the  year. 

( ii)  Henwood 

This  supply  comes  from  four  wells  with  interconnecting  adits,  approximately 
AO  feet  deep.  Prom  the  electrioally  driven  pumps  the  water- is  pumped  into 
the  supply  network  and  a surplus  should  be  diverted  into  the  reservoir  at 
Potter’ s Corner.  Extraction  from  this  source  has  ceased  but  it  is  maintained 
in  serviceable  condition  as  an  emergency  supply.  ' * 

Water  extracted  from  these  sources  is  arrange!  to  be  chlorinated  at 
source,  as  an  additional  measure  of  safety,  though  the  untreated  waters 
have  in  successive  years  been  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  and  chemical- 
quality. 


A 15"  trunk  main  provides  bulk  supply  into  the  town  distribution  system 
from  the  Lid-Kent  Water  Company*  s source  at  G-odmersham. 

The  Godmershain  source  is  described  below  under  Mid-Kent  Water  Company. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  about  1 ,200,000  gallons  of  water  daily  were  being 
taken  from  this  supply. 

Samples 

By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  laboratory  Service  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  are  taken  from  the  sources,  reservoirs  and 
points  on  the  distribution  network  at  the  rare  of  normally  eig’"':  orb 

month  from  the  Ashford  Urban  District  Council’ s own  supplies  and  one  from 
the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company' s supply  network  in  the  district.  Samples  for 
chemical  analysis  are  also  taken  before  and  after  treatment  ~~’om  the  three 
local  sources  at  quarterly  intervals.  The  Hid-Kent  Water  Company  take 
three  samples  monthly  from  the  sources  of  their  supplies  to  the  district. 

Houses  connected  to  public  mains 

9,580  houses  are  connected  to  the  public  mains,  leaving  one  house 
near  Potter' s Corner  and  one  in  Blackwall  Road  known  not  to  be  connected. 
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Examination  of  Samples  taken  during  the  Year 


Bacteriological  Examination 

't 

hemical  Ex. 

?mination 

ho.  of 

Satis- 

Not  Satis- 

No.  of 

Satis- 

Not  Stais- 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Statutory  Supply 
Undertakings  ~ 

(a)  Ashford  U.D.C. 

64  T 

64  T 

5 T 

5 m 

49  R 

47  R 

2 R 

11  R 

11  R 

- 

(b)  Mid-Kent  W/S 

31  T 

31  T 

- 

2 T 

2 T 

- 

Private  Sources  pipec 
to  dwellings 

L 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  private  Sources 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T.  = Treated  R.  = Raw 


The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company 
( i)  Barham 


This  water  is  taken  from  the  chalk,  the  well  being  about  200  feet 
deep.  It  is  pumped  to  Hastingleigh  reservoir  (capacity  500,000  gallons) 
from  where  it  reaches  the  Kennington  supply  network. 


(ii) 


This  water  is  obtained  from  the  greensand  and  the  borings  are 
approximately  160  feet  deep.  It  is  pumped  to  Fairbourne  and  Charing  Kill 
Reservoirs  (capacity  1,000,000  and  283,500  gallons  respectively). 

These  reservoirs  afford  a subsidiary  or  auxiliary  supply  to  Kennington. 

( iii)  G-odmersham 

The  water  source  is  from  two  24"  borings  into  the  chalk  (each  200  feet 
deep)  with  an  authorised  extraction  of  up  to  3 million  gallons  per  day. 

The  water  is  pumped  to  Kennington  supply  network  and  the  trunk  main  connected 
to  the  Ashford  supply.  It  also  serves  Batchelor’ s Foods  Factory  waiter 
tower  (100,000  gallons  capacity)  and  some  water  is  boosted  to  the  Hastingleigh 
reservoir.  A million  gallon  covered  service  resei'voir  on  the  downs  near 
G-odmersham  is  a balance  reservoir  and  supplies  by  gravity  when  the  G-odmersham 
Station  is  shut  down. 


2. 


and  Sewerage 


Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  (including  Flats)  is  ...  5 ,>522 
Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  ...  9,324 
Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  (estimated)  ..  258 


Work  on  relaying  the  surface  and  foul  sewerage  system  in  the  town  centre 
area  was  completed  during  the  year. 

G-ood  progress  was  made  in  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal 
y/orks  at  Bybrook,  the  pumping  station  and  auxilliary  works. 


3.  The  Swimming  Bath  is  break-point  chlorinated,  and  residual  chlorine  is 

maintained  up  to  2 p.  p.  m.  Additions  of  soda,  ash  are  made  to  reduce  acidity 
in  the  water  so  as  to  avoid  eye  effects  etc. 
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The  water  is  purified  by  means  of  a rapid  send  filtration  plant  with  a 
twelve-hour  turn-over  period.  The  bath  (lOO  x 25  yds.)  has  a capacity 
of  600,000  gallons. 

Routine  samples  of  the  water  sent  f r bacteriological  examination 
were  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

4*  Disinfection 

No  disinfections  were  required  doming  the  year. 

5«  Eradication  of  Vermin 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infest  d with  vermin  was  as  follows :- 


Fleas 

Cockroaches 

Council  Houses 

- 

7 

- 

Other  Houses 

- 

6 

1 

Other  Premises 

- 

- 

10 

In  spite  of  modern  insecticides  and,  more  important,  the  domestic 
vacuum  cleaner,  flea  infestations  still  arise  and  may  quickly  affect  several 
households.  Ants  infestation,  especially  in  new  Council  houses,  caused 
nuisance  in  some  twenty  instances  but  the  cool  summer  gave  rise  to  only  some 
100  complaints  of  wasps  nests. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Board  whereby  a disinfestation  service 
is  provided  for  the  local  G-eneral  Hospitals  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  were 
continued.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  our  service  was  less  satisfactory  - 
owing  to  staff  difficulties,  but  with  this  aspect  overcome  work  has  proceeded 
effectively  and  smoothly. 

FLIES 

The  usual  practice  was  followed  of  spraying  selected  parts  of  nine  school 
kttScli®1  buildings  in  the  district  in  order  to  afford  a persisting  fly  control. 

Routine  control  of  fly-breeding  at  the  Council' s Refuse  tip  at 
Chilmington  was  followed  during  the  fly-breeding  season  combined  with  the 
weekly  application  of  insecticide  (with  residual  effect)  on  to  the  refuse 
clearing  vehicles  themselves.  The  covering  of  deposits  and  general  control  oi 
the  tip  was  maintained  at  a very  good  standard  - itself  the  most  effective 
anti-fly  measure. 


The  dustbin  hire  scheme  continued  during  the  year  with  beneficial  effects. 


6.  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


Instances  where  rodent  control  ?/ork  was  carried  out  are  detailed  below. 
Domestic  premises  receive  a free  service. 


(a)  Total  Premises  o > 

Inspected  as 

1 Local 

• i Authority 

Dwellings 
( incl. ) 

All 

Other 

Agricultural 

Result 

(Council) 

(l)  NOTIFICATION 

8 

75 

33 

1 

No.  found 

Rats 

l 

h- 

48 

17 

1 

infested 

/ 

Mice 

4 

27 

16 

- 

(2)  SURVEY 

26 

33 

16 

1 

No.  found 

Rats 

24 

23 

9 

- 

infested 

Mice 

1 

10 

11 

- 
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The  results  show  little  significant  change  from  rodent  activity  in  recent 
years.  Again  no  'major'  infestations  occurred.  The  'block  control'  of 
rodents  was  used  in  seven  schemes. 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  town  central  area  was  treated  in  Spring  and 
Autumn  employing  anti— coagulant  poisons.  In  addition,  where  there  was  access 
difficulties  use  was  gain  made  of  Fluor oac et amide  on  a very  limited  sca,le. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  unique  opportunity  of  the  re-laying  of  the  sewers 
in  the  High  Street  for  rat  baiting  on  an  intensive  scale  to  bo  carried  out. 

In  this  area  the  old  brick  barrel  sewers  have  given  rise  to  a residua,! 
population  of  rats  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  has  now  been  eliminated.  Signs 
of  rat  infestation  elsewhere  in  the  district  sewerage  system  were  very  limited 
indicating  a continued  low  rat  population  in  the  sewers  generally. 

7.  Clean  Air  Act 

During  the  year  eleven  notification  of  proposals  to  install  furnaces 
were  received  - all  were  oil  burning  furnaces. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  continuous  monitoring  of  atmospheric  pollution  was  carried  from 
the  one  station  located  in  Regents  Place.  Immediate  determination  of  the 
sulphur  content  of  the  atmospheric is  made  and  the  stain  on  smoke  filter  papers 
are  assessed  (using  a reflectometer  - by  the  kaidstone  Borough  Council 
Health  Officers)  for  the  smoke  burden  of  the  atmosphere.  The  results  are 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  as  part  of  the 
National  Survey  into  atmospheric  pollution  currently  being  conducted. 

Valuable  data  and  resolution  of  the  results  are  received  back  from  the  D. S.l.R 
The  results  are  being  plotted  for  comparative  purposes  against  those  obtained 
In  Aylesbury,  Orayford  and  Friern  Barnet  - which  appear  fairly  comparable. 

So  far,  the  indications  are  that  there  is  a low  level  of  pollution  locally 
and,  during  the  severe  xveather  conditions  in  the  middle  of  the  winter  of 
1%2/3,  the  increase  of  pollution  in  Ashford  was  markedly  less  that  for  the 
areas  selected  for  comparative  purposes.  Atmospheric  pollution  locally 
arises  very*  largely  from  the  domestic  chimney,  and  for  this  reason  with  the 
higher  densities  now  to  be  achieved  in  new  Council-owned  estates,  it  becomes 
desirable  for  a second  station  to  be  set-up  in  them  when  a suitable 
opportunity  arises. 


8. 


In  last  year's  report,  reference  was  made  to  noise  arising  from  the 
early  morning  activities  of  dairymen  in  the  .^shford  area.  In  spite  of  the 
dairymen' s labour  problems  following  the  v~ry  cold  winter  it  was  not  found 
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possible  to  arrive  at  an  informal  agreement  between  all  the  local  dairy- 
men for  a later  start  for  milk  deliveries.  On  negotiations  with  the 
trade,  however,  it  was  clear  that  an  imposed  hour  for  starting  deliveries 
would  be  generally  welcome.  The  legal  aspects  of  making  such  a restriction 
were  investigated  but  as  the  law  stands  at  present  this  is  not  possible. 


No  serious  problems  with  noise  nuisance  were  encountered  during  the 
year  and  minor  complaints  of  the  chimes  of  mobile  ice  crean  vendors  and  in 
one  case  a Claxton  warning  system  within  a factory  were  dealt  with  informally 
and  reasonable  co-operation  was  forthcoming.  E ar- shattering  roars  arising 

from  the  use  of  road  drills  in  the  town  centre  did  not  give  rise  to  official 
complaints  - no  doubt  the  persons  suffering  were  sustained  by  the  thought  that 
it  could  not  be  avoided  and  would  not  be  of  lengthy  duration.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  however,  that  recent  advances  in  the  noise  reduction  of  road  breaking 
equipment  will  come  into  general  application.  On  grounds  of  cost  this  may 
not  be  possible  without  introducing  special  legislation  to  deal  with  the 
problem. 


9.  Analysis  of  Fublic  Health  Inspectors  Visit; 


Dwellings  re  repairs 
Number  of  dwellings  made  fit 
Dwellings  re  Demolition  & Closing  Orders 
Clearance  Areas 
Oeneral  survey  and  assessment 
Improvement  Or ants 
Multilets 
Multilet  Survey 
Overcrowding,  survey 
Housing,  adequacy  of 
Dustbins 
Dra i nage 
Water  supply 
Certificate  of  Disrepair 
Certificate  as  to  Remedying  of  Defects 
Miscellaneous  Rent  Act  ... 


459 


2 3u 

tii- 

77 

12,8 

70 

358 

31 

55 

12 

376 

185 

14 


Food 


Bakehouses  ...  ... 

Butchers  

Catering  establishment  and  clubs  ... 

Dairies  ...  ...  . 

Fish  (incl.  fried)  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  

Slaughterhouses  ...  ... 

Stalls,  itinerant  vendors  and  delivery  vans  . 

All  other  food  premises 
Registered  premises  under  Sec.l6  included  in  above 
Food  Inspection  and  Sampling  ...  


Factories  and  Shops 

Factories  with  power 
Factories  non-power 
Workplaces 
Outworkers 
Shops  Act 

G-eneral 

Rats  end  mice  destruction 
Other  vermin 
Dirty  houses 
Offensive  accumulation 
offensive  odours 


8 
58 
1 2,0 
66 
11 
77 
431 
155 
20'1 
131 
250 


55 

2 

7 

6 

14 


336 

58 

38 

34 

22 


I 
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Nuisances  from  keeping  animals 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

Aged  and  infirm  persons 

Infectious  Diseases 

Food  Poisoning 

Noise 

Agriculture  safety  and  welfare 
Smoke  abatement  - observations 

visits 

Schools 

Air  Monitoring 

Fireguards  (Heating  Appliances) 
Miscellaneous 

Improvements  and  Repairs  Effected 


i.  House  Repairs 
( a)  External 


Chimney  stacks  

Roofs  ... 

Gutters  and  fall  pipes  

Brickwork,  pointing  and  rendering  .... 

Windows  (incl.  cords)  

Doors  

Decorations  

Outbuildings  

Yard  surfacing  

(b)  Internal 

Plasterwork  (walls  and  ceilings)  

Doors  and  cupboards  ... 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  ... 

Staircases  ... 

Floors  (including  under-floor  ventilation) 
Miscellaneous  ... 


ii.  Dampness  Remedied 


Walls 

Floors 


iii.  Foodstore 


Hade  satisfactory 
Provided 


_v 

iv. 


Provided  to  sink 
Leaks  repaired 

Piping  renewed 
oinks  renewed 

Drainers  renewed  or  provided 


• o • • • • ••• 

• ••  •••  • o a 


• • • • • • « • t 

CO*  •••  ••• 

• • f •••  ••• 


• ••  •••  • © • 


v.  Water  Closets 

Repaired 
New  Provided 

vi.  Vent ilation 

vii* 


9 

3 

25 

5 

78 

13 

14 
260 

6 

475 


17 

38 

30 

19 

57 

15 


8 


50 

4 

10 

5 

24 

8 


69 

11 


3 

1 


1 

2 

4 

5 


24 

2 


7 


Improved 

Natural  Lighting 
Improved 


• • 


o o • 


1 
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Drains  renewed  or  repaired 
Drains  cleared 
Drains  tested 


• • • 
• • • 


18 

13 


ix.  Stability  Remedied 


x.  Dustbins  renewed 
Dirty  Premises 

Nuisance  from  keeping  of  pets 


4 

6 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

on  Reg- 

In spec- 

Written 

Oceupiers 

ister 

tions 

Notices 

Pro socuted 

i) 

Factories  in  which  Section  1 , 
2;3>4>  and  6,  are  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

28 

2 

1 

ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  ( i) 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

143 

53 

5 

iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

7 

6 

2 

__ 

TOTAL 

CO 

V" 

63 

8 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Part  iculars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.L.  By  H.M. 
Inspec-  Inspeco 
tor  tor 

No.  of  ca.ses 
in  which  Pro  sec 
utions  were 
Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Overcrowding  (S„2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  ( S . 3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.h) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  .of  floors 

(S.6) 

» 



r — 

Sanitarv  Convenience 
(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

3 ' 

3 

TOTAL 

11 

11 

- 

3 

— 

There  are  fourteen  outworkers  in  the  district 


OUTWORKERS 


21 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING- 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  .was  as  follows: 

1963 

( i)  Prefabricated  temporary  bungalows  - 

(ii)  New  Permanent  houses :- 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

(b)  3 

(o)  4 

(d)  2 " maisonettes  (Court  Wurtin  - 

(e)  2 " type  (Ccurt  Wurtin)  - 


1946  - 1.96 

( inclusive 


143 


9 

jGl- 

21 

S 

2 


(a)  2 bedroom  type 

(t>)  3 

(o)  k " 


Osborne  Road  Estate 


(a) 

2 

bedroom  type 

(b) 

3 

it  n 

(c) 

4 

11  ii 

Aylesford  Green  Estate 

(a) 

2 

bedroom  type 

(b) 

3 

tl  tl 

Beaver 

Green  Estate 

(a) 

2 

bedroom  type 

(b) 

3 

II  ii 

(c) 

4 

11  ;i 

Burton 

Estate 

(a) 

2 

bedroom  type 

(b) 

3 

11  ;? 

son 

_E  state 

(a) 

2 

bedroom  type 

(b) 

3 

il  11 

(iii)  Flats 

Croft  Road 


(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

(b)  2 bedroom  type 

(c)  1 


Estate 


(a)  Gregory  Flats 

(b)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

(c)  2 bedroom  Easiform  type 


12 

121 

6 


40 

73 

3 


28 

175 

L 


6 

10 


62 

350 

6 


38 

54 


30 

60 


28 

1 6 
16 
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1963 


( inclusiv 


Y/oolreeds  Estate 


(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

. 

6 

(b)  2 bedroom  type 

- 

6 

(c)  1 " " (Court  Wurtin) 

- 

10 

(d)  2 " " (Court  Wurtin) 

- 

2 

Osborne  Road  Estate 

(a)  3 bedroom  type 

- 

1 

G-odfrey  Walk 

(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

— 

13 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

- 

27 

( c)  2 

Beaver  G-reen  Estate 

28 

(a)  Gregory  Flats 

— 

28 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

- 

10 

(c)  2 

12 

26 

(d)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

— 

2*. 

Aylesford  Green  E stele 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

20 

(b)  1 

- 

12 

East  Stour  Farm 

- 

8 

Kept  on  Estate 

Old  People's  Bungalows 

43 

(a) 

Burton  Estate 

- 

12 

(b) 

Beaver  G-reen  Estate 

2 

14 

(c) 

Woclreeds  Estate  (Court  Wurtin) 

2 bedroom  type 

- 

5 

(d) 

Waterside 

1 bedroom  type 

- 

6 

(e) 

Gladstone  and  Lead  Roads 

1 bedroom  type 

- 

2 

Tota 

1 number  of  units  provided  by  the  Council 

153 

1 ,85'3 

Lumber  provided  by  private  enterprise 

157 

1,354 

Analysis 

of  Applications  for  Council  Houses 

Living  in  Aphf qr_d  - inadequately  housed 

Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 

63 

71 

54 

11 

199 
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Analysis  for  Application  for  Council 
houses  (contd. ) 


Living  in  Ashford  - Adequately  Housed 

ohild.ies s couples 

One  child  families 

Two/Three  child  families 

Four  or  more  child  families 


70 
99 

71 

2 242 


in  Ashford  - 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


9 

14 

15 

4 42 


Living  elsewhere,  working  in  Ashford  - adequately  housed 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


19 

17 

41 

5 82 


Applicants  for  bed-sitting  room  flats  erf  whom  13  are  householders  ...  32 

Applicants  for  old  peoples  dwellings  of  whom  75  are  householders  ...  i04 


Total  701 


Slum  Clearance 

The  slum  clearance  programme  proceeded  with  the  result  set  out  in  the 
table  given. 
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C.  Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


by  Owner 

By  Local  author  it: 

(9)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

55 

- 

(lO  after  formal  notice  under  - 
(a)  Fublic  Health  Act 

1 

... 

(b)  Secs.  9 and  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

- 

(1-1  •)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

Slum  Clearance  - Rehousing 


On  the  30th  May,  1963  the  Minister  in  confirming  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  for  the  Hempsted  Street  clearance  area,  accepted  that  all  the  dwellings  in 
the  clearance  area  were  unfit  and  that  their  acquisition  and  clearance  were  necess; 
Progress  has  been  made  in  enquiring  t e properties  and  two  of  them,  which  had  becoi 
dangerous,  were  demolished  during  the  year.  ihe  progress  of  re-housing  tenants  f: 

these  and  other  dwellings  - closed  as  part  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  - has  b 
relatively  slow.  It  is  expected,  however,  tha,t  the  Hempsted  Street  clean  nee  are.: 
tenants  will  be  re-heused  in  the  early  Spring  of  1 >6h.  The  extremely  hard  winter 
1962/3  is  partly  blamed  for  the  shortage  of  new  accommodation. 


Improvement  of  Houses 


Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Surveyors  Department  and  by  personal 
contact  with  owners, ihe  Inspectors  endeavour  to  initiate  schemes  of  improvement, 
an  area  where  builders  enjoy  a surfeit  of  work  but  suffer  from  a dearth  of  skilled 
labour  the  improvement  of  houses  is  slowed  down  and  instances  are  reported  where 
builders  have  over-emphasised  the  repair  conditions  connected  with  the  grant  systei 
The  position  of  stalemate  in  the  relation  to  the  making  of  grants  in  the  D..velopmei 
Area  in  the  Town  Centre  was  broken  by  the  minister  giving  the  Local  Authority 
full  discretion  where  the  (known)  timing  of  development  did  not  posit ively  preclude 
using  the  improvement  grants  system.  This  was  a welcome  decision  as  otherwise 
a number  of  houses  in  Town  Centre  may  have  remained  occupied  but  denied  improvement 
for  an  indefinite  period. 


Multi-let  Dwellings 

The  Survejr  of  i ulti-let  houses  started  in  1962  was  continued  and  by  fitting  it 
in  with  routine  work  is  practically  completed.  Lome  113  houses  have  been 
determined  to  be  multi-let  houses,  and  as  opportunitjr  is  afforded  a detailed 
follow-up  inspection  will  be  carried  out.  It  is  considered  very  ’desirable  that  a 
scheme  for  registration  of  such  houses  (as  is  provided  for  at  any  time  after 
November,  1964)  should  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  a fact  that  the 
less  satisfactory  of  these  converted  houses  have  come  into  being  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Local  uthority  and  thus  there  has  been  no  opportunity  of 
enforcing  standards  before  the  houses  have  been  used  in  this  way.  It  is  hoped 
to  proceed  with  improving  the  standard  of  multi-let  accommodation  but  in  order 
avoid  added  hardship  to  tenants  of  such  dwellings  the  pace  of  this  work  must  be 
decided  taking  some  account  of  what  rehousing  accommodation  can  be  made  available 
for  any  families  displaced  an  the  process  of  establishing  better  housing  standards. 

During  the  year  one  became  aware  for  the  first  time  on  an  influx  of  coloured 
immigrants  into  the  Ashford  area.  Two  nationalities  mainly  concerned  are - 
Pakistanis  and  Indians  employed  at  a local  factory.  In  order  to  avoid  seriously 
overcrowded  conditions  which  obtain  in  some  towns  in  this  country,  the  Jouncil 
made  directions  (six  during  the  year)  limiting  the  number  of  persons  allowed  to 
stay  in  the  houses  concerned.  These  are,  with  a single  exception,  lodging  houses 
where  the  owner  lets  off  shared  accommodation  to  his  fellow  countrymen  and  the 
facilities  of  the  house  (kitchen  ate.)  are  used  communally. 
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SECTION  E. 


1 « Milk  Supplies 

There  axe  twenty-three  registered  distributors  of  milk  and  eight 
dairies  registered  with  the  local  authority. 


Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  taken  with  the 
following  re  suit  s : - 


* ' * 

111 

i 

Satisfactory 

Rn  sa  ■;  i sf ac  t ory  j 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 

— 

_ \ 

Sterilised 

2 

- 

Pasteurised 

52 

- 

Samples  of  cream  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the  suggested 
standard  of  the  Fublic  Health  .Laboratory  Service  working  Farty  Report. 

Of  seven  taken  from  registered  distributors  or  shops  one  sample  was 
unsatisfactory  and  of  four  taken  from  Ashford  Market  three  were  unsatisfactory. 
These  results  suggest  the  need  for  a legally  enforced  standard. 

All  eleven  samples  of  ra w milk  submitted  for  biological  examination 
were  found  to  be  free  from  abortus  and  tubercle  infections. 

2.  Ice  Cream 

Sampling  was  again  mainly  concentrated  on  sales  of  loose  ice  cream, 
and  some  samples  from  itinerant  vendors  in  the  evenings  were  obtained. 


Ice  Cream 

— 

G-rade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  A 

Totals 

Samples  of  ’loose1 

12  (a)  * 

9 (i}: 

2 (l>; 

2 (l}; 

25  (7)-  ! 

j 

Samples  of  wrapped 

3 (3)  - 

2 (l> 

- (1) 

- (I)'' 

5 (S)  * | 

Total 

15  (9)  * 

11  (2> 

2 (2)  - 

2 (2)  * 

30  vi  5)  j 

Add^^onal  samples  of  ice  cream  take,  from  Itinerant  Vendors  in 
brackets.  No  ice  cream  is  now  produced  locally  on  any  premises. 


Some  96  premises,  mostly  general  shops  are  registered  for  the  gale 
of  ice  cream.  In  addition,  ice  cream  is  retailed  by  catering  establishments 
of  all  sorts,  from  theatres,  clubs  schools  and  from  the  vehicles  of  itinerant 
vendors  without  the  need  to  register.  It  is  most  exceptional  for  an  ice 
cream  sold  pre-packed  from  the  type  of  premises  that  have  to  be  registered 
to  foul  to  reach  the  standard  of  hygienic  quality  desired.  The 
unsatisfactory  samples  of  ice  cream  derive  from  restaurants  and  from  the 
itinerant  vendor I 
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3*  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered 


Bacon 

lbs. 

43  ^ 

Beef  or  Veal  Loaf 

8jjr 

Beef 

202^ 

Chicken 

12t 

Corned  Beef 

202 

Cheese 

103 

Cream 

10 

Dried  Fruit 

78 

Fruit 

18284 

59? 

Fish 

Flour 

140 

Fruit  Juice 

4318 

Ham 

1754 

Jam 

186 

Kidney 

3 

Luncheon  Meat 

10l£ 

Liver 

50 

Lamb  Chop 

6 

lbs. 


Miscellaneous 

56? 

Macaroni 

2 

Mutton 

4 

Paste 

5a 

Pork 

165? 

Pies 

10 

Rabbit 

30 

Rice 

24 

Sausages 

ill 

Soup 

7 

Syrup 

1 

Stewed  Steak 

20 

Spaghetti 

4 

Tinned  Milk 

4? 

Tea  and  Coffee 

3 

Tomatoes 

196? 

Vegetables 

'i56? 

Tongue 

9 

Total  weight  rejected  as  unfit:-  3 tons  13  cwts.  2 '.,trs.  7 lbs. 


Rejected  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse,  unfit  bacon  and  butchers  meat 
is  slashed  and  soaked  with  green  aniline  dye  after  which  it  is  removed  for 
the  manufacture  of  by-products  in  another  part  of  the  county.  Other  food- 
stuffs, comprising  mainly  unsound  tinned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  dumping 
under  refuse  at  the  Council’ s refuse  dump. 

Ashford  has  become  a very  important  provisions  distribution  centre 
for  the  South  hast.  This  account  for  the  rather  high  figure  of  certain 
unsound  foods  appearing  in  the  receding  t ble. 


All  poultry  is  regularly  inspected  at  the  local  market  auctions 
normall}'  held  twice  weekly.  During  the  year  7,327  poultry  and  3 >483 
rabbits  were  examined  of  which  101  poultry  and  94  babbits  were  rejected. 

4«  Rood  Hygiene 


Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  are  very  necessary  and  more  of 
this  work  should  be  done.  The  following  list  indicates  improvements 
affected  on  food  premises  by  informal  notifications  to  occupiers. 


Wounds  exposed,  warnings  given  ... 

Smoking,  warnings  given  ... 

Clothes  storage,  made  satisfactory  ... 

First  Aid,  outfits  provided  ... 

Hand  washing  facilities,  improved  ... 

Hand  washing  lables,  provided  ... 

Washing  up  facilities  improved  ... 

Cleanliness,  generally  improved  ... 

Wall,  floor  and  ceiling  finishes  improved 
Lighting  made  adequate  ... 

Preparation  tops  made  hygienic  ... 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

Equipment  - cleanliness  made  satisfactory 
Exposed  foods,  protection  improved  ... 

Temperature  control  of  foods,  warnings 

Storage  food,  improved  

Storage  wrapping  paper  and  empties  improved  . . 
Miscellaneous  improvements  ... 


2 

4 

1 

8 

6 

12 

4 
6 

10 

3 

3 

3 

7 

10 

6 

5 

io 


There  are  some  thirty— six  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  cf 
meat  products  (mainljr  sausages). 
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SECTION  E. 


1 „ Milk  Supplies 

There  are  twenty-three  registered  distributors  of  milk  and  eight 
dairies  registered  with  the  local  authority. 


Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  taken  with  rhe 
following  re  suit  s : - 


— — — — ■ — — 



Satisfactory 

T Jn  sy . 'j  i sf  ac  t o ry 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

2 

— 

Pasteurised 

52 

| 

Sara  pies  of  cream  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the  suggested 
standard  of  the  Fublic  Health  laboratory  Service  working  Party  Report. 

Of  seven  taken  from  registered  distributors  or  shops  one  sample  was 
unsatisfactory  and  of  four  "taken  from  Ashford  Market  three  were  unsatisfactory. 
These  results  suggest  the  need  for  a legally  enforced  standard. 

All  eleven  samples. of  raw  milk  submitted  for  biological  examination 
were  found  to  be  free  from  abortus  and  tubercle  infections. 

2.  Ice  Cream 


Sampling  was  again  mainly  concentrated  on  sales  of  loose  ice  cream, 
and  some  samples  from  itinerant  vendors  in  the  evenings  were  obtained. 


Ice  Cream. 

G-rade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Totals 

Samples  of  'loose* 

12  (4)  * 

9 (l>: 

2 (i y 

2 (l}: 

25  (7)- 

Samples  of  wrapped 

3 (3)  '■ 

2 (1> 

- 0)* 

- (1>: 

5 (a)* 

Total 

15  (9)  * 

ii  (2  y 

2 (2)  - 

2 (2)  * 

30  (15)  * 

v Additional  samples  of  ice  cream  take,  from  Itinerant  Vendors  in 
brackets.  No  ice  cream  is  now  produced  locally  on  any  premises. 


Some  96  premises,  mostly  general  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream.  In  addition,  ice  cream  is  retailed  by  catering  establishments 
of  all  sorts,  from  theatres,  clubs  schools  and  from  the  vehicles  of  itinerant 
vendors  without  the  need  to  register.  It  is  most  exceptional  for  an  ice 
cream  sold  pre-packed  from  the  type  of  premises  that  have  to  be  registered 
to  fail  to  reach  the  standard  of  hygienic  quality  desired.  The 
unsatisfactory  samples  of  ice  cream  derive  from  restaurants  and  from  the 
itinerant  vendor! 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 
Unsound  Food  Surrendered 


lbs. 

lbsu_ 

Bacon 

43 

miscellaneous 

36^ 

Beef  or  Veal  Loaf 

8j 

Macaroni 

2 

Beef 

202^ 

Mutton 

4 

Chicken 

12i 

Paste 

5w 

Corned  Beef 

202 

Pork 

163^ 

Cheese 

103 

Pies 

10 

Cream 

10 

Rabbit 

30 

Dried  Fruit 

78 

Rice 

24  j 

Fruit 

18284 

59i 

Sausages 

111 

Fish 

Soup 

7 

Flour 

140 

Syrup 

1 

Fruit  Juice 

4318 

Stewed  Steak 

20 

Ham 

1754 

Spaghetti 

4 

J am 

186 

Tinned  Milk 

4 

Kidney 

3 

Tea  and  Coffee 

3 

Luncheon  Meat 

ioi£ 

Tomatoes 

19 

Liver 

50 

Vegetables 

1 564- 

Lamb  Chop 

6 

Tongue 

9 

Total  weight  rejected  as  unfit 


3 tons  13  cwts. 


2 ,trs. 


7 lbs. 


C; 


Rejected  neat  from  the  slaughterhouse,  unfit  bacon  and  butchers  meat 
is  slashed  and  soaked  with  green  aniline  dye  after  which  it  is  removed  fo: 
the  manufacture  of  by-products  in  another  part  of  the  county.  Other  foot 
stuffs,  comprising  mainly  unsound  tinned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  dumping 
under  refuse  at  the  Council' s refuse  dump. 


ps 

oc 


iii 

di 

tu 


Ashford  has  become  a very  important  provisions  distribution  centre 
for  the  South  fast.  This  account  for  the  rather  high  figure  of  certa.in 
unsound  foods  appearing  in  the  receding  table* 


lu 

ft 


All  poultry  is  regularly  inspected  at  the  local  market  auctions 
normally  held  twice  weekly.  During  the  year  7,327  poultry  and  3 >483 
rabbits  were  examined  of  which  101  poultry  and  94  babbits  were  rejected. 


Ca: 

pa; 

coi 


Food  Hygiene 


Pea 


Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  are  very  necessary  and  more  of 
this  work  should  be  done.  The  following  list  indicates  improvements 
affected  on  food  premises  by  informal  notifications  to  occupiers. 


Y/ounds  exposed,  warnings  given  . . . 

Smoking,  warnings  given  . . . 

Clothes  storage,  made  satisfactory  ... 

First  Aid,  outfits  provided  ... 

Hand  washing  facilities,  improved  ... 

Hand  washing  lables,  provided  ... 

Washing  up  facilities  improved  ... 

Cleanliness,  generally  improved  ... 

Wall,  floor  and  ceiling  finishes  improved 
Lighting  made  adequate 

Preparation  tops  made  hygienic  ... 

Ventilation  improved 

Equipment  - cleanliness  made  satisfactory 
Exposed  foods,  protection  improved  ... 

Temperature  control  of  foods,  warnings 
Storage  food,  improved  ... 

Storage  wrapping  paper  and  empties  improved 
miscellaneous  improvements  ... 


2 

4 

8 

6 

12 

4 
6 

10 

3 

3 

3 

7 

10 

6 

5 

18 


in; 

tut 


Car 

par 

tar 

tre 

Sen, 

cor# 


( 

f 

i 


There  are  some  thirty-six  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  cf 
meat  products  (mainly  sausages). 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  two  prosecutions  were  taken  having  a bearing 
on  food  hygiene.  A firm  of  national  repute  were  fined  (£10)  for  selling  a 
meat  pie  with  an  adhesive  plaster  dressing  in  the  crust  and  a local  butcher 
was  fined  a total  of  £125  in  respect  of  offences  in  selling,  exposing  for 
sale  and  having  in  possession  for  sale  bad  meat  and  offal  and  also  for 
exposing  food  to  contamination  by  putting  bad  meat  trimmings  in  a 
refrigerator  together  with  good  meat. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 




! 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

C al ve  s 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

! 

j 

Horses  ! 

| 

| 

|Number  killed 

532 

119 

107 

2522 

3621 

- 

((Number  inspected 

532 

119 

107 

2522 

3621 

- 

All  diseases  except 
ji tuberculosis  and 
(cysticerci 

j$ Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

7 

15 

15 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some 
i part  or  organ  was 
ji  condemned 

103 

54 

1 

140 

720 

•Percentage  of  the  number 
(inspected  affected  with 
'disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

23.5 

45.4 

7.4 

6.2 

20.3 

[Tuberculosis  only 
(Whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

_ 

. 

23 

percentage  of  the  number 
(inspected  affected  with 
cuberculosis 

. 

0. 64 

lvsticerc#sis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
cart  «r  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

’arcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

feneralised  and  totally 
condemned 

j 

i 

- 

- 

- 



_ 

- 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  use 

Slaughterhouse s/Abattoirs  in 
operation  or  leased  by  Local 
Authority 


Private 

Slaughter-houses 
Licenced  Operating 


Bac»n 

Factories 


Knackers 

Yards 


None 


1 


1 


None 


None 


The  existing  unsatisfactory  slaughterhouse  in  the  town  continues  to 
operate  whilst  negotiations  fur  the  building  and  future  operation  of  a 
public  abattoir  on  a site  near  to  the  Cattle  Market  were  completed. 

Operation  of  the  new  slaughterhouse  was  intended  to  begin  in  October 
bu';  delays  precluded  its  opening  until  early  Local  butchers  formed 

a slaughtering  company  (Ashford  Slaughtering  Company  Ltd.)  which  entered 
into  a five-year  agreement  with  the  Council  to  operate  the  Abattoir  as  a 
public  slaughterhouse  primarily  intended  to  provide  for  local  needs. 


